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A New Start
~ Joshua 1:1-9

As we begin 2022, we will start many new things and end others. 
There is an air of both expectation and uncertainty.  Every time
we come to the turn of a year, we cannot help but think about it as
a time of transition and change, with both challenge and
opportunity.  Researchers tell us that 25 to 30% of those who
make New Years resolutions are still keeping them two years
later!  Certainly, they make some difference even for those of us who only partly keep them.  It is a
powerful time of the year!

New years are a lot like the New Testament that Jesus gave us.  A new year is like a new chance; a new
year is like a clean slate.  A new year says that God is always there to give us a future, no matter what
has been our past.  This is the story of the New Testament; it is a story of grace and forgiveness, rather
than judgement and harshness.  It is a message of healing and help rather than one of measurement and
ranking.  A new year is, and ought to be, a "turning point experience."

To help us experience the change from 2021 to 2022, we will look at God's encouragement to Joshua as
he assumed leadership of Israel and looked across the Jordan River to a new home, new challenge, a
new life, and a new beginning.  He was looking from a wilderness to a promised land.  These experiences
are rich in content; a good many important concepts are clarified at times like this.  We have a blank
calendar before us!

Joshua 1:1-2, there is a call to service.  "After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord
spoke to Joshua son of Nun, Moses' assistant, saying, My servant Moses is dead.  Now proceed to cross
the Jordan, you and all this people, into the land that I am giving them, to the Israelites."

The book of Joshua actually begins with the word "and;"  "and after the death of Moses."  That connective
means many things, including:  there is a fundamental unity to the Bible,  the future is connected to the
past,  God's ministers in the present have their roots in God's past ministers.  In other words, I am
connected to Guy Bensinger, Glenn Dewey, and Orey Crippen.  Without a Guy, a Glenn and without an
Orey –there is no Ken.  I am keenly aware of that.

Genesis, of course, does not begin with an "and,"  however, Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers do; they are
connected.  Deuteronomy forms the beginning of the next section of the Bible, followed by Joshua,
Judges, Ruth, I & II Samuel, and I & II Kings which are all connected, and all begin with "and."  It is
important to remember this when we read the Bible so that we don't get just a part of the picture.
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The book of Joshua seems to say there are losses for us as Christians, yet God continues on.  The death
of a friend is not the end.  Deuteronomy ends with the death of Moses.  "The Israelites wept for Moses in
the plains of Moab thirty days" (Deuteronomy 34:8).  It would be a much sadder story if it ended there.  It
doesn't end there at Deuteronomy, but continues to the hope and vision of Joshua.  For a time on this
earth, we may lose the company of old friends and support, but often out of their very service, new friends
are born.  Joshua was bred from the ministry of Moses.  Gloria and I were bred from two former ministers
of this very church: Glen & Florence Dewey, and Orey & Martha Crippen.

Joshua did not push himself forward, but simply fulfilled the requirements of providential circumstances. 
It is true in the Lord's work, a "leader afraid" is more appropriate than a "leader arrogant." 

What Israel was to gain in the Joshua years was all to be a gift of grace, "Every place that the sole of your
feet will tread upon I have given you, as I promised to Moses" (Joshua 1:3).  What we shall receive in this
new year will be a gift of grace.  It was not that they were entitled to Canaan, nor had they earned it.  So it
is with so much that comes to us.  God is gracious, so that: "For by grace you have been saved through
faith; it is the gift of God -- not the result of works, so that no one may boast" (Ephesians 2:8,9).  We will
have opportunity for both service and growth in 2022.

As we face a new year, we need some direction with which to face it. In the book of Joshua, God's
children move from a dwelling place in the wilderness, to a new land of opportunity.  Still, it was hard for
them to move from the wilderness; they had lived there for forty years.  It was all that some of them had
ever known.  At least they knew what to expect in the wilderness.  I think, in the same way, it is hard for
us to take hold of new privilege and opportunity as it is offered by a new year.  It is for this reason that
God said, "As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you.  Be strong and
courageous" (Joshua 1:5).

The meaning of this new venture for Israel is to be had in the way it might apply to our own lives.  How do
we move to a more rewarding spiritual life?  How do we cross rivers?  How do we move away from
wildernesses in our lives?  How do we find the strength and courage to claim new land?  We do it like
they did it!

First, they took just one small, manageable step at a time.  They depended on the presence and support
of God.  Because of God, they had faith in the future.  Our Christian growth as individuals or as a group of
people in a church does not come all at once.  Look at an earlier passage:  "I will not drive them out from
before you in one year, or the land would become desolate and the wild animals would multiply against
you.  Little by little I will drive them out from before you, until you have increased and possess the land"
(Exodus 23:29,30).

Being a Christian is a life long experience!  It does not come easy or quick.  When we come to Christ, we
take advantage of a new beginning; we must remember it is a beginning, for there is lots more to come,
"little by little."   
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Second, they went with Jesus.  The meaning of the word Joshua is Savior; it is exactly the same as the
name Jesus.  Joshua built on what Moses started; but Moses only started.  "The law came by Moses, but
grace and truth came by Jesus Christ."   "For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the
flesh, God sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:
that the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us" (Romans 8:3,4).   Moses could move the people
out of slavery, but he could not move the people out of the wilderness.  You can give people order with
laws, but you cannot get them out of the wilderness; you cannot give them vision and hope.  It takes
grace to do that.  A world without grace is hopeless.  "The law came by Moses, but grace and truth came
by Jesus -- by Joshua."  As our new-style Christianity gains more law and less grace, it also has less
hope.

It has been my experience in counseling that most people have a Christianity of law; because of this,
when they fail or fall there is nothing to help them; they see no future, no tomorrow ...all is ruined.  Grace
is a wonderful thing to get people out of the wilderness.  There are times when people are so tied up in
who did what wrong, that I feel compelled to say, "what you need is a lawyer, not a counselor."  That is
why our Savior came as a wonderful counselor, instead of a lawyer.  While it is true that the law can "pin
blame," it cannot reconcile.  Moses and his law could "fix blame," and require or force expected
behaviors, but Moses could not fix what was broken.  Jesus could do that.  Grace came by Jesus; Jesus
didn't come to judge, but to offer a tomorrow to every broken, fallen, despairing human being.

For those who insist on making the New Testament ministry of grace into an Old Testament ministry of
law, I should like to remind them that the wilderness was an unforgiving place.  Judaism is the law; and
the law is never “all that great” when humans start using it.   Grace is what we need.  Were it not for
Jesus and his grace, we would have little more to offer people in ministry than judgement, criticism, and
condemnation.  Help and hope come in the form of grace.  That is why, the story of the New Testament
takes the form of ministry and healing, not regulation.  Jesus is our promised land, our new chance, our
hope for help!  Therefore, the New Testament ministry is not overwhelmed, but can offer a tomorrow to
people no matter what their yesterday!  Law can only condemn people --grace has the power to change
people.

Thirdly,  in this new venture, we must play by the rules.  The heavenly Joshua said that as we move from
the wilderness of the Old Testament to the promised land of the New Testament -- from Moses to Jesus,
"Think not that I am come to destroy the law and the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill." 
Jesus picked up where Moses left off --but, he did “pick up”.  We don't become Christians by keeping the
rules, but because we are Christian, we intend to play according to the rules.  If we have a heart for God,
it must be our intention to play fair.  Jesus said, "If you love me, keep my commandments."  If you
remember, the commandments of Jesus are commandments of the heart, intending nothing but the best
for our neighbor and thereby more than fulfilling Moses' law.

"Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to act in accordance with all the law that my servant
Moses commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, so that you may be successful
wherever you go.  This book of the law shall not depart out of your mouth; you shall meditate on it day
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and night, so that you may be careful to act in accordance with all that is written in it.  For then you shall
make your way prosperous, and then you shall be successful" (Joshua 1:7,8).  We are not to regulate our
lives by our own inclinations.  Success is: not cheating other people by cheating on the rules; that is
wilderness.  Nor is it using the rules to “get them;” that is still wilderness.  Use the rules to keep yourself
straight.  And, if you look close enough at the rules, you’re sure to notice that you’re not so straight
yourself.

Finally, as we look toward the new year we must do so with courage, "Be strong and courageous; do not
be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go" (Joshua 1:9).  This is the
third time Joshua encourages us to have courage.  Courage is the quality it takes to look at ourselves
with candor, our adversaries with kindness, and our setbacks with serenity.

The basis for having courage is clear, "for the Lord your God is with you, with you; with you, wherever you
go."  In all our lives our greatest fears and hurts come from various forms of abandonment.  We lose our
job, we feel abandoned and alone.  We lose our spouse, we feel abandoned and alone.  We lose a friend,
we feel abandoned and alone.  We lose the ability to reach out to others, we feel abandoned and alone.  I
always do better when I am not alone. Take God with you into 2022!

The new year is a new opportunity for anyone who wants to follow Jesus out of the wilderness, across
this new Jordan, into the promised land of hope.  We cannot get to the promised land without Jesus. 
“What the law could not do, because it was weak” grace did do!

To follow Jesus is to be gracious!  “Jesus-People” are gracious people.
Don’t let Christmas be over!  The promise of 2022, a new beginning, a new land, 

a new life, a way out of the wilderness is sill Jesus.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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