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Finding Time for God

"But they made light of it, and went their ways, one to his farm, another to his
merchandise."    ~  Matthew 22:5

The N.A.S. has it, "But they paid no attention and went their ways, one to his
farm, another to his merchandise."

The passage is introduced with these words, "Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, `The kingdom
of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son" (Matthew 22:1-2).  Our text
includes the responses of those who were invited to come  --they were all too busy.

Luke gives the story in greater detail reporting, "Someone gave a great dinner and invited many" (Luke 14:16). 
"But they all alike began to make excuses.  The first said to him. `I have bought a piece of land, and I must go out
and see it; please accept my regrets.'  Another said, `I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to try them
out; please accept my regrets.'  Another said, `I have just been married; therefore I cannot come" (Luke 14:18-20).

The story is one we struggle with more than any other story in the Bible.  How do we find time for God; how can we
fit the kingdom of God into our demanding lives?  The answer is that in our own country and our own day, we have
partly given up trying.  At the last rub, many American Christians have decided that God's work will keep until a
handier, more convenient time.  Will it?

The response of these people is not that they will never have time for the kingdom of God; it is that this is not a
convenient time.  One had an important business deal going down, another had animals to look after, another was
involved in the normal struggles of getting started with a new home and a marriage.  These situations were only
temporary; there would be more time in the future when they got "caught up!"

Allow me to give my impression of that very hopeful thought.  It will always be your busy time.  I wish you well in
your hope for a more leisure time at which to serve God.  However, I have little hope for your success.

In my own lifetime, entrepreneurs have fully discovered the tremendous financial value of the "Sunday market." 
The evolution of Sunday has come far beyond trips to grandma and grandpa's, or visits with cousin Jane, or
picnics.  None of us can escape it.

In his wisdom, God designed into the human schedule a way for people to maintain their spiritual/moral strength; it
is called Sunday.  The law of the Sabbath is the key stone of the arch of public morality; take it away and the entire
structure will fall.  There is no individual Christian activity that can take the place of Sunday.  No club, no outing, no
church dinner, no picnic.  Even in this digital age, most of the people who come to our “Digital Service” come on
Sunday –It gives me hope.  Guard it, as best you can.  Guard it, or you will lose something you cannot get back.

Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote, "Sunday is the core of our civilization, dedicated to thought and reverence.  It invites
the noblest solitude and the noblest society."
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Lady Maria Callcott said, "The streams of religion run deeper or shallower, as the banks of the Sabbath are kept up
or neglected”.  A preacher in Holland called the Sabbath, “God's dyke, shutting out an ocean of evils."  I remember,
as a young minister hearing Billy Graham trying to shore-up the dykes of the Sabbath in the kindest way he knew
how.  He said, "If your pig falls into a ditch on Sunday, pull it out; if it falls into a ditch every Sunday, get a different
pig."  As it turned out, fewer and fewer people were willing to buy a new pig.

Though I must tell you, I had one very pleasant surprise in the course of my ministry, while visiting with a farm
family.  Peter Andre' milked 80 cows and rarely made it to church.  One day I received a phone call from Peter; he
wanted me to know that on the following day a trailer truck would be picking up 40 of his cows, and in his
estimation he would be attending church regularly from the next Sunday onward.  In fact, he did; the business did
better than before, as did the Andre family.  In addition, the farm had a lot less manure.  As you might have
guessed –he didn’t sell his BEST 40 cows.

It is no coincidence, that as the dykes of Sunday have all but eroded away in our own life-time, so has morality and
faith in America.  Personal faith that does not include a marriage and common effort with God's people within the
church is more an illusion than a reality.  How do I know this?  It was told to us in the beginning, "Remember the
Sabbath, to keep it holy."  America has long forgotten that you cannot keep it holy without the Sabbath.  We may
have tried, but the votes are now in and we have lost the election.  You’re going to find that those who say, “You
don’t have to go to church to be a Christian” have more than a “little rascal” in them.  Be careful not to hire them to
protect God’s Church; you will be disappointed with the outcome.

John MacLean, United States Supreme Court Justice, said, "Where there is no Christian Sabbath, there is no
Christian morality, and without these our free institutions cannot long be sustained."  Dwight Moody said, "You
show me a nation that has given up the Sabbath, and I will show you a nation that has got the seed of decay." 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow called Sunday, "the golden clasp that binds together the volume of the week."  John
Newton’s hymn “Safely Through Another Week,” has it, “Day of all the week the best, emblem of eternal rest.”

Certainly, Sunday must be driven by the heart rather than the courts; however, are you under the impression that
the "blue laws" have been gone for a century?  If so, here are some interesting occurrences:  In February 1991
Governor George Sinner signed a law making it legal to do business in North Dakota on Sunday, for the first time
in the state's history.  I'm sure he only made legal what everyone was already doing.  About the same time, in
Prospect Park, New Jersey, a man was arrested and fined $10.00, and $5.00 court costs for fixing his broken
radiator hose on Sunday.  A 1947 Statute bans "commercial activity on Sunday."  Don't break down in Prospect
Park on Sunday unless you have extra cash!  However, none of that is our reason for “keeping time for God!”

The point is this: The Sabbath is not kept by a nation anyway; it is kept by individuals.  A nation does not become a
Christian --individuals do.  However, the nation, and all of society is affected by what those individuals do.  We
cannot be blaming some mystical entity for what we are responsible as individuals.  When you remember the
Sabbath, it does help to keep it holy.  You are the only one who can remember the Sabbath as God means for it to
be remembered.  This is a nation where people are free to become Christian --or not.  You may take advantage of
that freedom --or not.

We need to notice that in the story, everyone had a good reason for taking the invitation "lightly."  It might
be well for us to ask some questions about what happened here:

First, what is it that they made light of?
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Second, how did they make light of it?
Third, why did they make light of it?

First, what did they make light of?  According to the parable, they made light of the kingdom of God, in that they
didn't have time for it.  That is the interpretation given by Jesus.

Now, in the process, they took lightly the king who extended the invitation, the king's son (whose banquet it was),
and the king's messenger who delivered the invitation in the first place.  Each one neglected the great cause of the
kingdom of God, but with a good solid reason.

While the king's messengers were only human, they did represent the king much as an ambassador might
represent a nation.  There is little consolation in rationalizing that the messengers might have invited them in a
"more inviting way."  The conclusion of Jesus is, that what is taken lightly is the "kingdom of Heaven."

What they ranked as low priority items were, the kings banquet (they could go to one anytime), the king's business,
and the king's son.  In their estimation, the banquet would not be worth the business or leisure they would have to
give up in its place.  In this way, they weakened the gospel as a thing that was not worthy of their time.  They
made light of the grace of God that gave the freely offered invitation.  He asked them to come; they said, no!

The gospel is a costly banquet.  We in the church may not be that good in convincing folk of that, in our style of
service, but it cost God his life.  While I often lament that I am not a better inviter, I never forget that I represent an
expensive, valuable, indispensable product.  It may be free to us, but it was not free to God.  "He loved us and
gave himself for us."  He offers the only solution to the human dilemma.  As we continue to throw-away the Sunday
banquet, we're throwing away our only solution at the same time.  There is real danger in taking Sunday too lightly.

We must reinvest in Sunday; taking great pains to make it once again, a day of worship, and "day of all the week
the best."  We depend on investment counselors to tell us where to put our money for the safest and highest
yields, but where should we put our time?  As a spiritual investment counselor, I can tell you without doubt, Sunday
is still paying the highest spiritual/moral dividends for each hour invested.  Without a significant increase in our
investment in Sunday, the moral/spiritual stock value of the nation will continue to fall until it hits rock bottom.

It does no good to take “pot shots” at the president or congress, when the answer is in each one of us.  It is not the
government that is too busy for God’s Sunday banquet.  It’s not the government that stops people from going to
church.

It is not possible to maintain a Christian life, or Christ's Church, while paying no attention to Sunday.  The only way
to get much out of the Christian life is to give much to it.  Christ started the church by giving himself; the apostles
then gave themselves, and Christians ever since have given themselves.  The basis of Christianity is giving; Jesus
said, “Give and it shall be given unto you.”  If Christianity has been cheapened, it is not the American government
that has done it, it is the Christian who no longer wants to give up much for it.

How did they make light of the kingdom?  We make light of the kingdom when we hear, and then, do not attend
to what we hear.  To listen to the invitation to join with and accept Christ --but with no intention of responding.

Still others, make light of the invitation by hearing it, and responding to it; but attend to something else with it. 
They make light of the kingdom of God by failing to prioritize it.  To make Christianity work, we must give priority to
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him who gave everything for us.  In a sense, you are either at the banquet or not.  This person makes light of the
invitation by making a profession, but failing to live up to it.  You may say, "Yes, but you cannot live up to it;" of
course, you would be right.  I would respond by saying, "You can live up to it much better than some people do." 
They say, "Yes, I'll be there; you can count on me; save me a place."  However, they do not intend to follow
through with their RSVP even though they send it in.  What we end up with is some sort of “acceptance of Christ” (I
sent in the Reservation) –and not many actually “following Christ”  –not many at the banquet.  It will not do to count
RSVPs  --if no one is coming!

Why did they make light of the invitation?  There is never just one answer to a question; but I would venture to
say that they didn't know how important the banquet was.  "His worth, if all the people knew,  Sure, the whole
world would love him too."   The thing about turning down invitations is that you may not receive another.  The
caution is, "Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near.

Other people make light of the invitation because of pride.  "What's the good in giving me an invitation?  I'm doing
fine without the kingdom of God."  I had a university professor ask me, "Don't you think that Christianity is for poor,
weak people?"  I guess that would be me.  Some people just don't believe the invitation is true.  So, the poor
messenger went home because no one would believe him.

Others, no doubt, made light of the invitation to attend, because it would interfere with what they were living.  Yes,
that is true, some people have a life style that is incompatible with Christianity.  They're not about to stop what
they're doing.  Perhaps some were just thoughtless.

I have a hunch that some failed to respond because of the commonness of the invitation.  It is given so often; it's
hard to believe people when they say, "I never heard it."  The invitations are more plentiful than ever.  They are
sent by television and radio waves, by drama, music, and on paper.  There is a minister for every style of person. 
Invitations are done in black and white, glitter, and multi-color; we have the long form and the short  --some
illustrated, some not.  However, we do not take water for granted just because there are oceans of it.  We think no
less of the sun, just because it scatters its rays over the people of every land.  If we are thirsty and cold, we must
think no less of the gospel.

Take time for God.  Where will you get time for God if you do not take it out of the time that you have?  Do we take
Sunday too lightly?  Remember the Sabbath, if you want to keep it holy; forget it if you don't.  The Sabbath is a
group project.  Samuel Johnson said, "Sunday should be different from another day.  People may walk, but not
throw stones at birds."  Improve the Sabbath!  Here at the Austinville/Coverts Churches, we are working hard to try
to save Sunday.  We have an older man in our congregation, named Charlie Sheets.  Because of physical
conditions he can no longer attend church in person.  He has no internet; so, he cannot attend on his laptop. Yet,
he is part of a group of 40 people that we mail printed sermon copies & an announcement page to every Monday
morning.  Charlie reads his weekly sermon every week at 11:20 AM –so that he can still be with us.  It is up to us
all to find ways to save Sunday.

Daniel Webster said, "The longer I live the more highly do I estimate the Christian Sabbath, and the more grateful
do I feel to those who impress its importance on the community."  There is something you can do about moral
decline, "Remember the Sabbath (Why?): to keep it holy."  You cannot expect to keep it holy without Stopping
to deliberately think about God.  Every other intervention is piece-meal.  Nothing else will work.  That is why I
am a Christian minister in a real church.   We do Sunday here  –every Sunday.
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